
“The Sin of Self-Satisfaction”

“What we already know when we encounter a difficulty is never as important as what it is we discover
while handling it.”

Last week we began an Epiphany Journey – seeing how God reveals himself in the world.  

We got to see God in creation last Sunday – and the illustration of that was in the blizzard on Friday. 

When the world shuts down because of weather its like God saying, “You’re going too fast – take a 

break!”...and we do because, what other choice do we have?

Sometimes though, we get cocky!  We think, “No storm is going to tell me what I can and 

cannot do!”  Bull headed...stubborn…arrogant – call it whatever you want – that is the biggest obstacle 

to safety in a storm or, seeing God at work in our world.  Its the idea that no-one can tell me anything 

that I don’t already know.  It is a show stopper and nearly put the kabosh on faith for one would-be 

follower of Jesus named Nathanael!  Like Thomas who doubted the resurrection of Jesus at the end of 

the gospel, Nathanael at the beginning of the gospel hears about Jesus and simply shakes his head 

saying, ‘I don’t think so!’  

Our First Reading:  1 Corinthians 6.12-20
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” 
but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for 
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for 
the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his 
power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the 
members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that 
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one 
flesh.” 17But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every 
sin that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or 
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 
God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in 
your body. 

Our Theme Reading: John 1.43-51
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael 
and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, 
Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward 
him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him,
“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.” 49Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of 
Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see 
heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”



Some people come to Christ seamlessly.  Andrew and Peter and even Philip were 

evangelized effortlessly but Philip found Nathanael and invited him to believe in this Jesus of Nazareth.

Philip knew the scriptures – that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem.  Nazareth was a no-

consequence town, perhaps with a bit of a reputation.  In fact, when Jesus later visited Nazareth, his 

neighbors drove him out of town, nearly killing him (Luke 4.14-30).  So his quick retort, “Can anything

good come out of Nazareth?” was his way of saying ‘Don’t bother me!’  Philip didn’t give in and 

invited Nathanael to COME AND SEE...and he did.  Maybe he sensed the seriousness of Philip and 

knew he would get no peace until he did go and check out this Jesus of Nazareth.  It sounds like Jesus 

was buttering him up, claiming he was an Israelite who was upright.  And when Christ tells him how he

was resting under a fig tree when Philip came, Nathanael knew this man was special, different.  He 

called him Rabbi, Son of God, King of Israel.  Jesus must have smiled and let him know that if he 

followed him, he’d see bigger things, better things, unbelievable things.  In fact if Nathanael followed 

Jesus, he would find in him the ladder between heaven and earth – the pathway to the heavenly answers

to all his earthly problems.

Nathanael was so close to missing it.  He was satisfied with what he had, what he knew...that

he failed to keep looking.  Lulled into complacency is the kiss of death in the spiritual life.  God has so,

much more for this church and for your life...but if you’re happy as a clam as you are, will you bother 

to keep looking? COME AND SEE, invited Philip.  How can your life be better?  Is there room for 

improvement in your world?  There had better be...because one young person who thought this was the 

way it always would be endeavored to take her own life and nearly got the job done.  Don’t get 

comfortably stuck with what is...don’t be satisfied where you are….grow like Peter and Andrew and 

Philip….dare to Come out of your life as it is and SEE what it can be, where it can go.  Unless you are 

perfect, it is a sin to be satisfied with yourself.  God has more.  He continues to invite people like us to 

Come and See.  Jesus is still inviting all of us to “Follow Me.”


